Summary of the discussions  on the European Diploma in Psychology held in November-December 2003.
The discussions were organized by Miklós Antalovits, Coordinator of the Committee on the Hungarian Implementation of the EDP of the Hungarian Psychological Association (HPA).

In December 12th, the Committee and  the Psychology Committee of the Hungarian Accreditation Committee held a half day public forum in Budapest, Hungary, on the premises of the Budapest University of Technology and Economics to discuss  the EDP proposal, and  the issues questionnaire. Csaba Pléh as the Hungarian representative of the EDP Leonardo group assisted in the procedure as a resource person, trying not to impose his view. About 40 psychologists participated in the discussion that was facilitated by Hungarian translations and WEB sources of the relevant materials, as well as a prepared technical version of possible replies to the questionnaire. 

The present form summarizes the  discussions and the emerging “shared Hungarian view”. This summary as made by  Miklós Antalovits as the person in charge of EDP matters of the HPA.  All participants an visitors of the website were also encouraged to address any specific or further comments directly to Ingrid Lunt. 
All responses are in bold. 

1. The European Diploma in Psychology

.

Questions:

1A.
How would the standards for the curriculum and supervised practice implied in the proposed Diploma fit your national system? 

Choices:

1. The EDP proposal fits with your national situation:

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  


2. The EDP proposal fits in the main with your national system:

	Yes 
	x
	
	No 
	
	  


The national system does not completely meet the standard in some points. Therefore some compensatory measures would be necessary, please describe:

	Phase 1:


	Phase 2:
Practical education (intramural practice and fieldwork) has shorter time and credits than EDP minimal requirements. 

	Phase 3:

Supervised training is only partially solved – due to a lack of personal and financial conditions.  


3. The EDP proposal’s level of training (6 years of education and training) fits with your national system:

But there are problems of narrowness vs. breadth of the concept “psychologist” (e.g. the national health regulations do not allow anyone to use the title “psychologist” if he/she cannot show any evidence of competence in the health context) – this would then have consequences to what kind of EDPs would be automatically accepted by the national system. 

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	X
	  


1B.
Would the standards of the proposed Diploma facilitate developments within your own country? 

	Yes 
	 X
	
	No 
	
	  


How could this standard facilitate developments within your own country? Please describe as concretely as possible:

They would facilitate to develop practical and skill aspects of training, and argue for this with the educational authorities.  
1C. 
Do you support the standards of the proposed Diploma?

	Yes 
	X
	
	No 
	
	  


2. Professional contexts

Questions:

2A.
Is the basic qualification in your country generic or differentiated?

The 5 years of  basic training in Hungary (10 semesters, 300 credits) are followed by a generic “Diploma in Psychology”.  This system is practically divided into two parts, the first 3 years being entirely generic, while in the two remaining years students can chosse form several “modules” and “programs”.  Usually this orientation durint the second phase of generic training  is the basis of their future specialization. 
2B.
Which areas of practice (i.e. professional contexts) are distinguished in your country?

Clinical psychology, Work and organisational psychology, Educational psychology, Counseling psychology. 
2C.
Are the three areas mentioned meaningful as areas of practice for basic qualification?

	Work & Organ
	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  
	Unclear
	X


	Education
	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  
	Unclear
	X


	Health care
	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  
	Unclear
	X


2D.
Are there in your national system further regulations to consider at the moment or in future/planned?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  
	Unclear
	X


2E.
Do you support this aspect of the proposed Diploma?

	Yes 
	X
	
	No 
	
	  


3. Dependent and Independent Practice

Questions:

3A.
Is there a distinction between dependent and independent practice in your country?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  


There used to be a clear difference but it is fading due to a lack of clear regulations. 

3B.
How would the proposed Diploma fit into your national context?

The general accepted practice is that “independent practice”  and leadership professional roles can only be performed by psychologists who obtained a postgraduate specialist training in the special field (clinical, work, educational, counselling). This practice established in the late seventies goes on still, though the legal background that would regulate the practice of psychology (including independent practices) does not exist any more.   The community of Hungarian psychologists is complaining to obtain a governmental decree to regulate the legal status and frameworks of psychological practice.  
3C.
Do you support this aspect of the proposed Diploma?

	Yes 
	X
	
	No 
	
	  


4. The Register

Questions:

4A.
Do you have a Register of professionally qualified and licensed psychologists in your country?

1. Administered by the state or some other official body:  

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  


Name: _______________________________

2. Administered by the member association:

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  


Name: _______________________________

3. Otherwise/Unclear _______________________________

Formerly, there was  such a  national register (“Registration System of Psychologists”) under the supervision of the Ministry of Labor, in lne with regulations that allowed firms and organizations to employ as psychologists only people who appeared in this Register. In the 1990s the wide scale  “deregulation” accompanying the political and social changes erased many bureaucratic and restrictive regulations. The regulations calling for the psychological register became victims of this process. As a consequence of this, in several areas and domains in Hungary people without psychological qualifications are employed to fulfil roles that would require the competences of a psychologist. 
4B.
How would the proposed Diploma fit into your national context (of registration)?

The Register  would certainly well serve the protection of the profession. In Hungary, however, this would  be  efficient only if it would be combined with required national  legal moves (i.e a governmental decree) protecting and regulating the legal status of psychologists.  The efficient professional protection of psychologists is a desired goal. The Hungarian psychological Association would be the best candidate to fulfil this role. 
4C.
Would you support the existence of a European Register?

1. Administered by EFPA

	Yes 
	 X
	
	Unclear   
	


	No 
	
	 Please explain:


2. Administered by the EU

	Yes 
	
	
	Unclear   
	


	No 
	
	 Please explain:


5. Recognition 

5A.
How is the process of recognition of the title “psychologist” handled in your national system at the moment for persons coming from other European countries? (please tick one)
1. By an official body/by the state

2. By the professional association

3. Otherwise

4. Unclear  X
    In The Ministry of Education, a  Center for Equivalence and Information was organized that has a  “branch” on psychology. Mostly equivalence issues of ethnic Hungarians coming from Non-EU countries were cleared there up to now.  
5B.
How is the procedure organised? (please tick one)
1. Clearly defined procedure (where to apply, what are the possible compensation measures, and with fixed deadlines for response to the applicant)

2.  Individually adjusted procedure, but with fixed deadlines for response to the applicant 

3. Unclear procedure X
5C.
Is there an official complaint procedure in the case of problems with the applications?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	 X
	  


Name: _______________________________

6. Revalidation and CPD

Questions:

6A.
What is the current practice in your country concerning CPD?

 In the field of clinical psychology the postgraduate training and retraining of psychologists  goes according to the system of postgraduate medical education. Professional supervision of this specialist training and continuous training rests with the Ministry of Health, and takes place within the framework of Postgraduate Training Center of Medical Schools founded by the Hungarian Medical  Chamber. The professional body that has a psychological competence (Professional Collegium of Clinical Psychology) has the task to give a professional opinion of the training programs proposed for medical schools and to allocate credits to the given programs.  


In other applied fields  (work and organisational, education, counselling) a different specialist training system exists according to training requirements accepted by the Ministry of Education.  Those who fulfil the requirements of the five semester  ‘corresponding’ training  system receive a specialist  diploma, stating the speciality concerned.   Following this, specialist psychologists having a specialist diploma have no official requirements for continuous education. However, professional continuous education opportunities are offered by  several branches of the HPA, by different non-profit professional organisations,  by universities, and by different profit oriented organisations competing on the adult education market. The HPA has no entitlement in this process for organisational or content base coordination , quality assurance, or the like. It only performs a role of “disseminator” or information switchboard  towards its members. 
6B. 
Would this system of CPD work in your country?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  


6C.
Are there existing revalidation procedures in your national system at the moment:

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  


Prepared or planned for the future:_yes____________________________

Please describe the revalidation models which already exist, or are being prepared or planned.

The system proposed by the EDP plan  seems to be motivated and convenient. Its implementation in Hungary without the legal bases mentioned under 4B is hard to imagine, however. 
7. Supervised practice

Questions:

7A.
Does your country have any requirement for supervised practice prior to qualification for independent practice as a psychologist?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  
	Unclear
	X


7B.
Do you support this aspect of the proposed Diploma?

	Yes 
	X
	
	No 
	
	  


7C.
What are the rules and requirements for supervision in your country? 

Not specified yet. 
7D.
Is supervision part of the demanded compensatory measures for an “adaptation period” to gain the status an independent practitioner in psychology in your country?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	X
	  
	Unclear
	


Please describe:

7E.
Are there any specific requirements for the right to use the title of a “supervisor” or to practise supervision within professional psychology?

	Yes 
	
	
	No 
	
	  
	Unclear
	X


Please describe:

8. Immigration

Questions:
8A.
What requirements have to be met by psychologists from other countries who wish to practise in your country?

In the practice of the Equivalence Committee mentioned under 5A a five year training in psychology is expected  for “nostrification”

8B.
How would the proposed Diploma change this situation?

It would clarify the requirements.
8C.
Do you support this aspect of the proposed Diploma?

	Yes 
	X
	
	No 
	
	  


9. Emigration

Questions:
9A.
What requirements are required to be met by psychologists from your country who wish to practise in another European country?

It depends on the receiving country. 
9B.
How would the proposed Diploma change this situation?

It would facilitate movements. 
10. Other comments

Please make other comments in relation to the proposal below.

Hungary seems to be moving towards a Bologna interpretation that would 
Formally also divide training into a BA and MA levels. It would be good to see how the EDP would deal with what kind of “paper” would students receive after the BA level, in order  to make it clear that they do not have competencies of a psychologist. Any advice along this line would be  very useful for us.  
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