Structure of Hungarian  (joint list as CEUS U320/U520 and LING
L490/L590)
Instructor Csaba Pléh, visiting Hungarian Chair, IU
cpleh@indiana.edu

Monday and Wednesday 01:00P-02:15P JH A107   
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 4 to 5, P.M. Goodbody 238. 
The course shall present contemporary structural approaches to Hungarian for an audience that does not necessarily speak Hungarian, but have a solid background in linguistic theory. Hungarian as a highly agglutinate language, with relatively free word order has been at the center of linguistic attention during the last few decades. 

The main focus of the course will be morphology and syntax. We will go through basic phonological  proposals for Hungarian,  then move on to morphological patterns and processes, the nature of morphological rules in Hungarian, then Hungarian syntax shall be outlined. Syntax will be  presented regarding the different proposals on word order phenomena, and the status of Focus in Hungarian. The theoretical debates regarding the specifities of Hungarian word order and Thematic Roles will be highlighted.  Simple sentences and embeddings as well as conjunctions shall be analyzed in a generative framework. Finally, some discourse phenomena, especially intersentential anaphora will be analyzed in its relation to syntax and pragmatic considerations. 
Requirements, organization, and grading 
Classes will consist of lectures and on Wednesdays, partly homework discussions. 

1. Students will have a little  homework distributed every Monday, and to be returned Wednesday. The home works shall be mainly about structural aspects presented in class of the given week. 20 %

2. Midterm test. Mainly on the syntax discussed up to then. 20 %.  

3. Essay paper, to be presented in class and submitted by April 22nd. Papers should be based on individual reading on agreed upon specific topics,  8-10 pages, on a specific structural aspect of Hungarian.  60 % 

Texts
Required: The syntax of Hungarian. Katalin E. Kiss, CUP, 1997 

Suggested reading Hungarian Verbs And Essentials of Grammar
by Miklos Torkenczy. McGraw Hill, 1997 

Topic listing
I. Hungarian as a language in the languages of the world

Basic typological features. January 10-12. 

II. The sound pattern of  Hungarian January  19. 

III. Basic sentence structure: Basic sentence type, thematic roles, and word orders. January 24-26. 

IV. Configurationality issues in Hungarian  January 31-February 2 

V. Structure of NPs Choice of paper topics and discussion February  14-16

VII.  February 21

MID TERM  TEST 

VIII. Arguments and adjuncts March 2
IX  Intersential relations and prodrop  March 7-9

Spring break 

X. Basic coordinate  structures, Subordinate sentences. March 21-28

XI. Agglutination and the morphology of Hungarian. Words and word forms.  March 29-31

XII. Modality and aspect. Prefixes in Hunagrain sentence structure 
April 4-6

XIII Stem classes ands rules in morphology.  April 11-13
XIV-XV. Paper presentations .  April   18-19, 25
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